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By MORGAN WRIGHT
THE PARTHENONStudents, faculty members, alumni and mem-bers of the Marshall University community gathered at the Memorial Student Center Plaza at noon Thursday to mark the 43rd anniversary of the 1970 plane crash. The ceremony featured guest speakers, per-formances by the university choir and wind symphony, the laying of the wreath and silenc-ing of the fountain, and the laying of 75 roses on the fountain to represent those who died in this tragedy.Student Body President E.J. Hassan made the opening statements on how Marshall and its community have a story unlike any other.“What makes this story so special is that it continues to be written every year as we gather in this plaza and by this fountain,” Hassan said. “We must continue to write the story and honor these individuals each and every day. We have to continue to rise as a university, as we have for 43 years. Most importantly, we remain true to our university and true to our community and its values by being the best sons and daughters of Marshall we can be.”Executive Director of Alumni Relations Matt Hayes spoke next on why we choose to re-member, and how time has not weakened the importance of the Memorial Ceremony.“We’ve come so far and accomplished so much since the crash,” Hayes said. “As sons and daugh-ters of Chief Justice John Marshall, we all share the realization that although we’re remember-ing an event that occurred 43 years ago, time 
has not diminished its significance, nor will the next 43 years to come.”Associate Director of Athletics and Chief of Staff of Athletics Jeff O’Malley took the podium next. O’Malley made reference to the football 
team having its first away game on the anniver-sary of the plane crash Thursday. In honor of the victims, the football team wore the number 75 on the side of their helmets in front of a national television audience. “This event is a common thread that bonds us 
all together,” O’Malley said. “The sacrifice that these individuals made is why we will never for-get our history and who we are today.”A common idea was shared when President Stephen J. Kopp gave his statements, focusing 
on how Marshall University has grown since that day.“We choose to pick up the pieces, both indi-
vidually and collectively, and find a way to not only go on with our lives, but to rise and elevate this university,” Kopp said. “In remembering we rejoice in the resiliency of the human spirit and our ability to triumph over tragedy and adver-sity, no matter how severe or how catastrophic.”Keynote speaker John Proctor was 5 years old when his parents were killed in the Marshall plane crash. He gave gratitude to the Marshall community for continuing to have the memorial 
ceremony every year as opposed to every five or 10 years.“As we move forward, I think the important thing to take from this ceremony, while honor-ing those who we lost, is that, just like my life, where I’m truly blessed is; I was raised by a community. I was raised by Huntington, W.Va., and by Marshall University.” Proctor continued to praise the Marshall com-munity for supporting all the people who lost loved ones in the crash. He gave gratitude to the community for being ready to stand with those struggling and help them get back on their feet during that time.“If you’re willing to lean on one another and work together, you can overcome anything.” Proctor said.The ceremony concluded with a feature mu-sical piece, “From the Ashes,” performed by the wind symphony, the laying of the wreath by O’Malley and the Ceredo Fire Department, the silencing of the fountain and the laying of 75 roses, laid by members of the Marshall football team, members of Student Government Associa-tion and other members of the community.SGA member Lila Mangus described being a part of the memorial ceremony as gratifying. “As a member of SGA and a daughter of Marshall, it was an honor laying a rose on the fountain during the Memorial Ceremony,” Mangus said. “I have grown up loving Mar-shall University and to represent one of the fallen victims is something that I will cherish eternally.”Thursday evening, SGA planned for a bus trip to the plane crash site for Marshall students at the time the crash occurred.
Morgan Wright can be contacted at 
wright265@marshall.edu.
I was raised by a 
community. I was 
raised by Huntington, 
W.Va., and by Marshall 
University. 
— John Proctor, Huntington 
attorney and son of victims 
of the 1970 plane crash
HOW FAR 
WE’VE COME
PHOTOS BY ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
The Ceredo Fire Department salutes 
during Thurday’s Memorial Ceremony 
at the Memorial Student Center Plaza. 
Chris Alston, Jr., redshirt freshman 
wide receiver, places a rose on the 
Memorial Fountain for a member of 
the 1970  Thundering Herd football 
team. 
Memorial Ceremony 
unifies a community
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By TAYLOR KIRCHWEHM
THE PARTHENONMarshall cross-country looks to end the season on a high note Friday at the Regional Cross-Country Championships in Bethlehem, Pa. The Herd is part of the Mid-Atlantic region, which features teams from various conferences. The runners will be competing against schools such as West Virginia Univer-sity, Georgetown, Villanova and Penn State. For the seniors on the squad, this could be the last meet of their career at Marshall.“I want to do my best,” senior Julia Galloway said. “This is my last shot to really get a per-sonal best time for a 6k and get a personal best in general for cross-country. So it does mean a lot to me, but I’m trying to not let that make me super nervous because I’ll feel like I have a lot riding on it.”Both the men’s and women’s teams want to place better than last season’s 16 and 19 place 
finishes, respectively. 
“As a team our goal is to do better than we did last year at regionals,” senior Jack Whitney said.Most importantly though, is to have fun and make the most 
of the final race.“Realize that, hey, this is our last meet, might as well give it our all, really relax and just run our race,” Galloway said.In order to qualify for the NCAA Championships, teams must place top two in their region. Additional teams are selected based off their regular-season performances. Once the 
team qualifications have been completed, 38 additional indi-viduals per gender are selected on top of the teams that are determined. “There are hundreds of runners in every region, so qualifying is super hard,” Whit-ney said. The men race a 10k at noon followed by the women’s 6k at 1:15 p.m.  
Taylor Kirchwehm can be 
contacted at kirchwehm@
marshall.edu.
By MONTY GREEN 
THE PARTHENONFriendship is a wonderful thing, and some can change lives forever. Such is the case with Sacha Byous-McConnell, senior middle blocker of the Marshall University’s volleyball team. Byous-Mc-Connell was invited to play volleyball by one of her friends and now more than 10 years later she is the core defense of a Division-I college team.Byous-McConnell’s entrance into vol-leyball was a swift one, and since then the California native has climbed the ranks of success.
“Since her first club experience, Sacha 
has played up and was always on the first team,” Rosslynn Byous, Byous-McConnell’s 
mother, said. “After her first year with Club West, she tried out for Rancho Valley Vol-leyball Club. Her team was undefeated in the 2005 Reno Volleyball Festival.”Although Byous-McConnell’s volley-ball career was off to an amazing start, in comparison to others she was behind the ball. “By California standards, she started playing volleyball very late.  She had to learn really quickly,” Byous said. “My job 
was to find the right club, coaching staff and be available for private lessons at the drop of a hat. Byous-McConnell needed to learn quickly and she did just that. As she progressed through high school she continued to ex-
cel. She qualified for the Junior Olympics from 2006 to 2008 with Total Complete 
Athlete and made the first team of the La-guna Beach Volleyball Club in 2009.  Here she earned a bronze in the 2010 Junior Olympics.“Sacha’s volleyball career had come full circle,” Byous saidDuring Byous-McConnell’s several trips to the Junior Olympics she received several 
recruiting and admissions letters, the first coming in 2008. “The recruitment letters kept coming which made deciding on a college a chal-lenge,” Byous said.Although she had several schools to choose from, Byous-McConnell chose to at-tend Marshall, again with some help from a friend.“Sacha’s single most desire was to play on a team where she could make a differ-ence,” Byous said.Since her arrival at Marshall, Byous-Mc-Connell has continued to grow in volleyball, 
from her first season to her last.“She’s done a lot of improvement,” said Mitch Jacobs, head coach of the volleyball. “She came in 280 and is now hitting 380. To raise your hitting percentage 100 points is pretty classy.”Byous-McConnell’s hard work is seen both on the court and in practice.
Going, going, Gone
By KARLYN TIMKO
THE PARTHENON
     Throughout her three years as a member of the 
Marshall University women’s golf team, Thailand 
native Korakot “Gone” Simsiriwong has kept her 
performance up to par.  This season she has captured 
an impressive first place victory at the Cardinal 
Classic, a second place performance at the Murray 
State Drake Creek Invitational and Conference USA 
Women’s Golf of the Week honors, respectively.
     As the fall season comes to a close, the biological 
science major found some time to give us a more in-
depth look into her zealous mind.
ILLUSTRATION BY KARLYN TIMKO | THE PARTHENON
Q: Think about your life. What has been 
your greatest accomplishment this far? 
   A:  Pursuing my dreams as a collegiate athlete, especially at Marshall University where everything has worked out so well for me.
Q: Who is your hero? 
    A: My sister.  She came to America from Thailand and lived here for 10 years with no family, and she has always been someone I could look up to.  
Q: What would be your dream job?  
   A: My dream job would to be Anthony Bourdain.  
He gets to travel all around the world and see all 
these incredible places and eat amazing food.  He 
lives the dream.
Q: What’s something not a lot of people 
know about you?  
   A: I speak both English and Thai, but I can’t speak 
either of them completely right.  When I speak Eng-
lish, I have an Asian accent, and when I speak Thai I 
have an English accent.  
Q: Do you have a motto? 
   A: Don’t be reactive, be proactive.
Q: What is your biggest goal this season? 
   A: I just want to do the best that I can.  We also 
have a lot of newcomers on our team, both freshmen 
and transfers, and I just want to be able to be there 
for them, help them out in every way and be the best 
teammate I can possibly be.
Q: If you could be any Disney princess, who 
would it be and why?  
   A: Mulan.  Not because she’s Asian, but because she’s very brave and she loves her family.
Senior took winding road to Herd
MONTY GREEN | THE PARTHENON
Senior middle blocker Sacha Byous-McConnell goes up for a block during a Herd game in 
the Cam Henderson Center. 
“She has dedication and her maturity,” Jacobs said. “She works hard in practice, doesn’t waste energy, doesn’t waste time. Sacha is always on task, she makes sure the younger players are doing what they’re supposed to be doing and acting the way they’re supposed to be acting.”Byous-McConnell has also made great strives in her academics while at Marshall.“Gotten a lot better scholastically,” Ja-cobs said. “She’s gone from an average to a very good student. When that weight is off 
your shoulders it’s easier to focus on what you’re doing on the court.”Now that her career at Marshall is draw-ing to a close, Byous-McConnell is looking towards the future. Her current plans in-clude professional European volleyball and pursuing a graduate degree in medicine. Byous-McConnell and fellow seniors 
Laura Der and Dorthy Rahal will play their 
final home game 7 p.m. Friday at the Cam Henderson Center. 
Monty Green can be contacted at 
green173@marshall.edu.
Cross-country tries to 
end strong at Regionals 
HERDZONE.COM
Junior Caleb Bowen running at a meet earlier this season. 
4C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2013 MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM| |
page designed and edited by REBECCA STEPHENS  | stephens107@marshall.edu
WEEKEND EDITION
See FILM | Page  5
By CARISSA JANCZEWSKI
THE PARTHENONIn honor of “No Shave November,” the Marshall Uni-versity School of Medicine is hosting the annual 5k Stache Dash, Year of the FU Manchu at Barboursville Park.“The race encourages par-ticipants to sport their best mustache while going out and getting some exercise,” said Don Bertolotti, president of the School of Medicine class of 2014. With “Grow it, paint it, but you have to have it if you want to run it” as a slogan for the race, it’s no surprise the race attracts a good crowd. “The funds we raised last year were used to give back 
to the community through an ongoing relationship with a local childcare facility. We worked to help maintain their playgrounds,” Bertolotti said. In addition to donating to a childcare facility, MUSOM has also donated to its Ophthal-mology Interest Group that is intended to start a refraction clinic as part of the Marshall Medical Outreach. This year they are continu-ing to raise money for the MUSOM class of 2014 schol-arship endowment and are asking for donations at the 
race that benefit the Hunting-ton City Mission. “We will be asking for and accepting donations for 
the Huntington City Mis-sion from participants and spectators. Currently, we’re asking for gently used or new towels, washcloths, feminine hygiene products, hygiene products such as family sized shampoo and conditioner, men’s and wom-en’s deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes. Also, twin and full sized sheets in addi-tion to men’s underwear are needed,” Bertolotti said. The race itself will be run on a “flat and fast” course and will begin at 2 p.m. Participants can visit TriStat-eRacer.com for registration. 
Carssa Janczewski can be 
contacted at Janczewski@
live.marshall.edu.
By KRISTA SHIFFLETT
THE PARTHENONThe Office of Academic Af-fairs’ annual Deans’ Dinner Theatre at 5 p.m. Saturday will be a chance for the deans of Marshall University to say thank you to the donors who help fund their programs and raise funds.Provost Gayle Ormiston said the event is a way to reach out to donors who the university would like to build a relationship with.“We invite former donors, current donors and perspec-tive new donors who we would like to build a rela-tionship with and we invite them to have a dinner with 
us and then after the din-ner we take them to a play,” Ormiston said.Each dean is invited, and they are also able to invite people to the event. Once the dinner is over, everyone at the event will go see Neal Bell’s play, “Monster,” at the Joan C. Edwards Performing Arts Center.Ormiston said the event is more than just a fundrais-ing event. It is also a way of showing their appreciation for the donors’ support.“The goal is to help donors understand why an increase in student scholarships are important at this particular point in time and how their 
gifts to the university are very helpful with supporting students and their scholar-ship needs,” Ormiston said.Marcus Constantino, se-nior online journalism major, will be the student speaker at this year’s din-ner and the brass quartet from the School of Music will perform.The dinner will take place 
at the Foundation Hall and the play will follow after that at 7:30 p.m. at the Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre in the Joan C. Edwards Per-forming Arts Center.
Krista Shifflett can be 
contacted at shifflett7@
marshall.edu.
Black Sheep offers Mexican-inspired food with an international flair
By GEOFFREY FOSTER
THE PARTHENONIn a city where Mexican restaurants are fairly prevalent, Black Sheep Bur-rito and Brews is surprisingly diverse for a place that offers a menu largely comprised of tacos and burritos. Like the name implies, Black Sheep is the odd man out. The restau-rant takes the basic concept of food wrapped in a soft shell and infuses 
it with an international flair. Instead of refried beans and seasoned beef, the restaurant’s burritos and tacos 
are stuffed with flavorful ingredi-ents based on recipes from roughly a dozen countries. 
Head chef Jeremiah Bowen said he became associated with Black Sheep in 2010 when he met a man named Pat Guthrie, who had a unique con-cept for a new restaurant. “I met Pat through various connec-tions with other people and I learned that he was wanting to open a burrito es-tablishment,” Bowen said. “I had opened a similar restaurant in South Carolina. So I approached him, we clicked and a few years later, here we are.”Bowen said the original concept of Black Sheep, which opened in 2011, 
went through a few different phases 
before finally becoming the restau-rant it is today.“The menu as it is today is not what we originally talked about,” Bowen said. “That’s how it works in this busi-ness. Issues arise, ideas come up, ideas fade and over time, it evolves into its own entity. It’s like a life force that cre-ates itself.”Some of the restaurants most popu-lar items include smoked duck tacos with pickled blackberries and brisket burritos with blueberry barbeque sauce. The restaurant also offers a full bar, featuring 14 imported and do-mestic beers on tap.On Friday and Saturday, Black Sheep offers a special brunch menu from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Among the most popu-lar brunch dishes are chicken and 
waffles, whiskey cream french toast and huevos rancheros. Aside from the diverse assortment of food, the restaurant features live entertainment, such as open mic com-edy night and poetry night. They also have live music every Thursday and Saturday. Bowen said many bands tend to include Black Sheep as a desti-nation while on tour.
“We get a lot of touring acts,” Bowen said. “No huge bands, but we get na-tional tours. Last week, we had Luray, who stopped here before their ap-pearance on Mountain Stage. We’re starting to become a destination stop for smaller acts that are trying to make their way up.”People can also hire Black Sheep to provide food for private parties and events. For such occasions, they typi-cally provide a build-your-own taco bar featuring many of their unique ingredients. Additionally, Bowen said that the restaurant is expanding its business in a number of different ways.“We’re actually working on open-
ing an event space on the floor above us for larger parties throughout the year,” Bowen said. “It’s going to be set up for all kinds of multimedia gather-ings.  It will have bartending service and a kitchen. We are also starting to venture into delivery service, but that will be further down the road.”Black Sheep Burrito and Brews is located at 1555 Third Ave. across 
from Smith Music Hall. 
Geoffrey foster can be contacted 
at foster147@marshall.edu.
By ZACH HAUGHT
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall Artists Series’ Fall International Film Festival begins Friday at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.
The festival will feature six films: “The In-touchables,” “Reality,” “The Silence,” “The Angel’s Share,” “Love Is All You Need” and “No.”Angela Jones, marketing manager for the Art-ists Series, said she begins searching for next 
season’s films as soon as the current season ends.“I just do the research and see what’s played in major cities, which ones got great reviews and I watch the trailers,” Jones said. “I know the audi-
ence really well for film festival and kind of know 
the types of films that they like, but I don’t really 
always choose films that I like.”Jones said although there are occasionally is-
sues finding a distributor, she usually tries to 
bring in French and Spanish films because they are the popular foreign languages taught on campus.
“I also try to choose films that are educational and entertaining because that’s kind of the Artists Series mission,” Jones said.
Jones said the film festival is important because the world is not quite as big as people think.
“I think it’s important just to realize these films are 
considered foreign films because they’re spoken in a language other than English,” Jones said. “But really when you watch the movies, there’s really universal themes and it’s not a foreign concept.” “The Intouchables” is a French comedy about 
a physically disabled aristocrat who finds an un-likely friend in a Muslim ex-convict.
“Reality” is an Italian dark comedy about a fish-monger who becomes obsessed with becoming a star on reality television, causing his real life to fall apart.
Jones said this film was picked due to the abun-dance of reality television in the United States. 
Because the film was made in Italy, she said the viewer sees it from a completely different set of values.
“Here in America, we’ve got, you know, ‘Jersey 
Shore’ and the ‘Real Housewives of XYZ’ and ev-erybody’s clamoring to be on TV,” Jones said. “I think that’s kind of important to sort of check out how the other world sees fame and stuff because we’re so familiar with it here in the United States.”“The Silence” is a German thriller about a re-tired investigator who must solve a crime that parallels a murder he failed to solve 23 years before.
There is a European film in English titled “The 
Angel’s Share.” The film is a comedy-drama about a father who narrowly avoids prison and vows to turn his life around with the help of fellow crimi-nals in his community service group.Pierce Brosnan of “007” fame stars in the Danish romantic comedy “Love Is All You Need.” It tells the story of a widower who meets his future daught-in-law’s mother and the two begin to fall in love.
The Spanish film “No” is a historical drama based upon an advertising executive who became involved with the mission to free Chile from dic-tator Augusto Pinochet.Jones said she is aware that many students at-tend the festival to receive extra credit for classes, but they end up with a surprise.
“A lot of times, students will come to the film festival because their professor’s giving extra credit,” Jones said. “What’s really exciting for me is to see other students come back because they enjoyed it.”
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
Cody Lambert, from Lincoln County, W.Va., performs at comedy night at 
Black Sheep Burritos and Brews Wednesday.
Film Fest brings foreign 
culture to the community
IMAGES COURTESY OF MARSHALL ARTISTS SERIES
Annual Deans’ Dinner 
Theatre set for Saturday
MUSOM ‘Stache Dash’ to raise 
money for children, charity
The International Film Festival begins Friday and ends the following Thurs-
day. Each film will play three times throughout the week. 
Trailers for each film can be found on the Marshall Artists Series website.
Tickets will be available before each show at the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets are $7.50 a piece. Full-time Marshall University students will receive free en-
try and part-time students 
receive tickets at half price.
Zach Haught can be 
contacted at haught36@
marshall.edu.
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The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and 
include an address or phone 
number for confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous state-
ments, available space or 
factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, 
www.marshallparthenon.
com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
The opinions expressed 
in the columns and letters 
do not necessarily rep-
resent the views of The 
Parthenon staff.Please send news re-leases to the editors at 
parthenon@marshall.edu. 
Please keep in mind, letters 
are printed based on time-liness, newsworthiness 
and space.
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By COLTON JEFFRIES
THE PARTHENON November can be a sym-bol for many things. It can be seen as the first month that the area starts to feel the chill of the winter season. For many it means that the 
popular holiday of Thanks-
giving will soon be upon us and that we will soon 
be taking part in the social 
competition known as Black 
Friday. But for many, the first of November signifies the start of a movement called Movember. Started in 2004, Movem-ber is where men grow out their mustaches to bring awareness to men’s health 
issues such as prostate can-
cer and depression. Since its beginnings in Australia and 
New Zealand, it has spread across the world, most no-tably in Canada. In 2012, the Movember Foundation was 
named one of the top 100 non-government organiza-tions in the world. Movember has attracted a number of celebrities to act as “ambassadors” to the Movember foundation. 
Celebrities like Morgan Spur-
lok, Frankie Edgar, Snoop Dogg and many members of the Montreal Canadiens 
hockey team are known par-
ticipants and ambassadors of Movember. Numerous business have 
also participated in Movem-ber, such as the TOMS shoe 
company making special ad-
dition shoes with proceeds 
going to various men’s health charities, and the Australian airliner Qantas had many of 
its planes sporting a mus-tache on their noses.  Since becoming a world-wide event, Movember has 
become a part of Marshall 
University’s campus, with many men coming together 
to have competitions about who can grow the best mus-tache or the best beard in a month. 
While the event is popu-lar among male students, some, like Luke Hamm, a 
sophomore biological sci-ence major, choose not to 
participate. “I know it’s for a good cause, and I’m not knock-ing anyone who does it, I’m just not a beard kind of guy,” Hamm said. 
The opinion is even more 
split among female students of Marshall. While some think guys with a certain amount of facial hair are at-tractive, some, like Lauren Hatfield, junior secondary education major, always want their significant oth-
ers’ faces to be completely shaven. “I just don’t care for beards, although I didn’t 
know that the whole point of No Shave November was to raise awareness of men’s health issues, so at least it’s for a good cause,” Hatfield said. 
Colton Jeffries can be 
contacted at Jeffries17@
marshall.edu.
Movember sweeps 
across campus
Q: Where is your favorite place to eat in 
Huntington?  
A: Black Sheep.  They have great burritos and brunch. 
Q: What is one thing you can’t live with-
out? 
A: My cell phone. 
Q: What is your biggest fear? A: Heights. 
Q: If you could make one change in the 
world, what would it be? A: I would want to feed everyone.  I would make sure everyone in the world has enough to eat. 
Q: If you could play a round of golf with 
anyone in all of history, who would it 
be? 
A: I’ve always wanted to play with Justin 
Timberlake.  Other great people of his-
tory of course would be like Jack Nicklaus 
or Arnold Palmer, but Justin Timberlake would be good for now. 
Q: Who or what do you credit for your 
success?  A: My family.  They sent me over here from 
Thailand and have always supported me in anything I’ve wanted to do.
NUTS
Obama’s health care ‘fix’ could raise premiums
By TONY PUGH
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU (MCT)
President Barack Obama's administra-
tive fix for the Affordable Care Act may 
solve some immediate political problems, but it will likely create other concerns by 
causing premiums for marketplace health 
plans to increase in 2015.
Because of a public outcry over plan can-
cellations, the president on Thursday said he will allow insurers to renew current 
policies in the individual and small group 
market next year, even though those plans 
don't have the consumer protections and 
added benefits required by the Affordable Care Act.
People who currently have individual coverage had to undergo health screenings before they could get coverage, so they are generally in good health.
But health experts say Obama's deci-
sion to give these typically healthy people 
— who are cheaper to insure — another 
year to move into marketplace coverage 
will keep them from offsetting the addi-
tional coverage costs of sicker people who 
are more likely to enroll in a plan through Obamacare in 2014.
Having more sick people in the market-
place in 2014 will cause premiums to rise 
in 2015, experts say.Insurers and state insurance commis-sioners ultimately will decide whether 
people can actually keep their current 
plans. But if large numbers do so, it could destabilize the insurance market and re-
sult in higher premiums.Insurance commissioners across the country are now weighing this sudden change to the Affordable Care Act.
Jim Donelon, president of the National Association of Insurance Commissioners and the Louisiana state insurance com-
misioner, questioned how the president's changes would translate into actual 
policy."In many states, cancellation notices 
have already gone out to policyholders 
and rates and plans have already been ap-
proved for 2014," he said. "Changing the rules through administrative action at this late date creates uncertainty and may not address the underlying issues."
Jonathan Gruber, an economist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
who helped design the federal health law 
and Massachusetts' universal health law, said insurers were "rightly mad" about the 
president's sudden policy shift."They struck a deal where they would ac-
cept all comers at a fair price, but in return everyone would have to join the new mar-ket," Gruber said an email.
He said the "toxic politics" resulting from the flawed government web site and 
policy cancellations forced the president to act."What he did will cause some losses for insurers, but is unlikely to fundamentally destabilize the markets," Gruber wrote. 
"It will probably result in higher prices in 2015, but not too much higher."
